Citizen Kane | The Social Network (60 pts) Name__Lolin Santos

David Fincher has called The Social Network the Citizen Kane for this generation. Both films chronicle the rise of a

media giant who changes the world. Citizen Kane follows Charles Foster Kane’s ascent in the newspaper business and
his influence on America at large. Kane is not a real person, but his story is based on William Randolph Hearst. The
Social Network follows the creation of Facebook by Mark Zuckerberg.

Lecture: (8 pts)

William Randolph Hearst (take notes below about his life):
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Citizen Kane (take notes below about why it is always ranked in the top two films of all time):
* Buntln ok genres N one

* Reflections whhile \’)«E’,@iﬂg- vefleck on Kane * Poputlenr Cul bwre = F leeees eH"{ng,i gwftd oveLsr
v Neeps perting Copied * Breakfoor Mondege - Tndicative Lighting” @nd over agajn
o s g * Vowerfu! Mise «E}x-—ngc { composition) :

P \;\)Q.\\Sj G\lowg w“\lf,k C\W\’@MM’b& ﬂlﬁ"‘.ﬂr’ Gt"ﬁ%(r %!ﬁndl "*O()u{f‘ ffzw‘ Amd PQYLCJ&I Ht{ lﬂ-d’!ﬂ%ué of “({(zef’[om;l ]
2‘46&\9 ’nﬁ.\feﬁ'\" 0&(1{5* in H’tﬁr f‘”’t’j VQI.HA,CE/ CeV\{‘C([( ba{kk oL (ﬁ "-" j;m“tiéﬁwfctﬁg %‘ZU‘{
WLy ésrta;)!-wi. oufanent Hs.rmjh abﬂfd’si \/\)ditg cmc( ‘/\lS c""e"""ﬂmfi"taﬂ{ﬂf Pe /féd-c d a S(;‘jéf l{«L(

o mowt Phrough obieds foywonds pnd backword BN Foser-
V0L Dondd DAt WOCTS an i , %
Mark Zuckerberg (tak notes)below about his lﬁfhé): - L ‘Sl'fl Helles PCY{"C"E Hue Cfosg,t
Creatone wass of pyer

‘Bomin A4
* Father H%§h¥ Winloosic Avey{ co mputer Pm&r«t\m m?ng_j Pobher it d sobrwart deg?gp.cr%p hor i
+ Atbended Howvued, creakecl Cowrse Match ond Facesmadh
2004 \gunched ¥, Cacelook V', immediaktly seen by three Harverd Seniovs as a website whicl, was
‘oaw{ on Yhedr fntellechual property and ideqs
XZ"PP“’@ -3 of fDUejt moved to CA to sk en Facoook fufifime
aSed ok &%ﬂcw‘m& Sensational and Lake news o filler int Cordend

Napster (this name will be important in The Social Network). Research what Napster was and write FIVE sentences

about who started it, what it was, and how it was eventually shut down (you can also add how it changed media):
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Citizen Kane:

The film begins with something called s/low disclosure. You saw this in The Shawshank Redemption. List three images
and one word heard from the opening of the film:

d
1. ¥ane dies 0 Wig mansion Aed 5 0 o) 3.
s Wis fingl words? Rosthud ud

Research: The terms “Xanadu” and “Kubla Khan” are mentioned several times. Name the poem that has both of
these terms in it and who wrote that poem:

Ku\o\a Kl«luw \7\‘ Samu(,‘ ‘rm,][ar» l:oié V%ci%c

Irony: Kane spent his life in the media business producing newspapers. He believed in their power. The opening
“hook” after the slow disclosure shows an evolution in media. How are people getting the news about Kane’s death?
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Research: Kane is called a “yellow journalist” — define that term:
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At the 10% plot point, the focus of the film becomes clear. What are the men in the room going to investigate about
Charles Foster Kane’s final moments before his death?
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Foreshadowing: Kane is shown as a young boy playing outside. What is he doing when we first see him when the
banker arrives to take him away?
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Inciting Incident: Kane’s mother has her name on a piece of property with a gold mine on it. The bankers are going
to invest in the land and manage it for her. She sends her son away to live with the banker Thatcher. Give one
reason why she would do this?
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Irony: while Kane seems to enjoy the benefits of his money, he also seems keenly aware that the money is perhaps
preventing him from growing as a person. Finish his quote:
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Foils: Kane has many scenes early on where he seems to be the very opposite of one character. Who is his foil?
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- Starting Point: Kane enters the newspaper business and immediately wants to create a headline (think of the line “If
it bleeds, it leads”) that will attract attention from the public. He does not seem entirely concerned about the
truthfulness of the information. What WORD does he want on the front page (the old editor says it is not true).

Murder

Irony: the Inquirer will morph into a way to influence the public. The chief editor is seen standing outside the office
(presumably fired or leaving of his own resignation). Kane soon says he wants to run his “Declaration of Principles” in
the paper. What is the one thing he is promising the public (his first principle)?
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Characterization (Another Character’s Comments). The character of Leland is important in this film. He gives the
audience insight into Kane’s character. He also seems to have a good grasp of Kane’s possible future. Write down
TWO things Leland says that reveal he understands Kane more than others do.
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Breakfast Evolution: Kane and his first wife Emily have their relationship defined in a series of breakfasts together
that are shown one after another in a time lapse. Comment on their FIRST breakfast compared to the LAST breakfast
shown and explain how that sequence shows a change in their relationship.

Describe breakfast one (conversation/clothing/tone);
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Romantic fone
Describe final breakfast (conversation/clothing/tone):
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Key Scenes: There are two primary scenes between Leland and Kane that help define Kane’s character and the
relationship between these two friends. For each scene, write THREE sentences about what we learn about Kane
and the relationship between these two men.

Scene One (When Leland is drunk and the two men have a conversation with just the two of them —the scene is

filmed with a high angle for most of the time).
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Scene Two (After the night at the opera when Leland is passed out at his typewriter after starting a review about
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Image: there is some dialogue that explains that after Susan leaves him, Kane begins violently destroying the
contents of her bedroom. He suddenly calms down when he sees an object and says, "Rosebud.” It is the same
object that the audience saw during the slow disclosure. What object?
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Climax: The film has spent much of its time pursuing the true meaning of one word. As the film ends, its climax is
extremely important to Kane’s character. What is the meaning of Kane’s last word before he died AND explain why
he would say that word. )
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Resolution: What happens to Rosebud and why is that important?
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—=) The Social Network: when we watch this film, you are going to be focusing on the relationships of the two main
characters and a “tragic flaw” that can be applied to Zuckerberg and to Charles Foster Kane.

Both Kane and Zuckerberg can be looked at as men who allowed ambition and selfishness to overcome their lives.
Being too ambitious is a common tragic flaw seen in contemporary films and the dramas of Shakespeare.

Macbeth's fatal flaw in the play is unchecked ambition, that is a desire for power and
position, namely to be king, which is more important to him than anything else in life.
He is willing to give up everything that he has in his life in order to possess the crown
to sit on the throne.



- Charles Foster Kane: List two ways he was overly ambitious and allowed that emotion to destroy relationships.
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Mark Zuckerberg: List two ways he was overly ambitious and allowed that emotion to destroy relationships.  Kane
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Key Relationships: explain the evolution of the relationship between the characters listed below (how were they collap_(g,
when we first meet them, what key events impacted their friendship, how was their friendship toward the end of
their lives — or the end of the film?) FIVE SENTENCE MINIMUM: 5 pts.
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-3 Key Relationships: explain the evolution of the relationship between the characters listed below (how were they
when we first meet them, what key events impacted their friendship, how was their friendship toward the end of
their lives — or the end of the film?) FIVE SENTENCE MINIMUM: 5 pts.
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‘THE SOCIAL NETWORK': THE 21ST
CENTURY'S ‘CITIZEN KANE’

In a brief paragraph, explain why the above headline from an editorial makes sense after watching both films.
Explain the clear similarities between the two films: (7 sentences minimum). 7pts.

Headline:




The influence of Citizen Kane lecture. 10 points
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1. Symbolic shots to reveal W

2. The “eternal refle ckion “ shot. \/Z 2 B/ 224

3-xThel aan 11 » political candidate

4. The' | e hwrase ”shot.

5. The” bﬂ odpdt montage” scene.
6. The” &L:!CQSAA of death” camera shot.

7. The office party “__Dnbut b'm% oo ﬁé ” shot.
8. The “ ﬁ!meg e _ destruction” shot.

9. The” \Afn relrhoiase. - resolution” shot.
10. The “shadow tn Vhe ﬁﬂ!pj\' ” shot.

11. The “deep ___W\ awevsal foeus ” shot.

12. The ” oNdyr” | loﬁ‘ol e, l ” shot.

13. Swake 1t » in the window shot.

14.
15.

16. The “no ' ﬁ]ﬁp@gﬂ'ﬂ&

17. The “ lgg“ angle” shot.

18. The * 7 Havoued a ” shot.
3 Y
19. The Citizen Kane tracking shots in the hallway are famous. What was invented that smoothed out tracking?

Steadicam

20. The “ m}mf’%lﬁg » distortion shot.

When you watch The Social Network, find any TWO David Fincher shots that borrow from the above 20 influentiél

Citizen Kane camera shots. 2 points.
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